Mrs. Marina Porter §/l 1 /95 

1850 Eh 550 
Rockwall, 17, 75807 

Dear I-larina, 



After speakingnto Deborah Sroueh yesterday I returned to the w^ritng and when I 
resulted it again tliis morning and came to wliat i$d marked for writing and then forgot 0. 
about I was puzzled, “bbut'as: several tilings that may be of interest to you. 



One is that as best a non— lawyer can determine, and X am not a lawyer, I think 
that mailer eorse the line that distinguishes whetjher any person w&p can be refer- 



red to as a "public persona" 



can sue for libel. That is malice. If tills is true, ox* 0b 



even can merely be argued in court, then it is to wonder why “aider did it, assuming 
he is not mad (a question I raised in writing earlier t^is Xorning) , and why Random Douse, 
wh ch ha3 the bos; lawyers, published it. One can conjecture about this endlessly and 



not being a lawyer 1 do not, at least now now. 



I do not know how much of tliat atrieoty you liave road. Mailer said in an interview 
I have tliat you read all the Minsk part and said to him "Tolstoy it isn't." An under- 
statement. If yoq could bring yourself to rea^ tliat volume , is he ^alls what was what he 
contracted as "Oswald ih Minsk," you may have observed what follows. 

1 irst Mailer uses Merezhinsky ^fo ^efame you, saying among other tilings tliat you 

were expelled from -Leningrad because you wen. a whore, lie also quotes you as telling 

them you were raped. In the part where he uses Merezhinsky he also has what makes a l iar 
_ M At ofOi fruM\ 

ol iierezhensky. Tliat alone causes wonder about wiiat'Wdid it. Then later he admits, 

whe re near the end of tliat Volume he reinterviews him, that time with liis mother, to 

refer to him as a prodigious liar" ahd to say tliat, and tliis is paraphx’ase, not feXword 

he says can be believed. That alone was more than enough to cause all of tliat writing to 

be eliminated. He published the defamation that was based on ’prodigious" lying. 

bliile I cannot begin to understand tliat any decenq man would question a woman about 

any tiling like that, they did. What you told them in all I have no way of knowing(and I'm 

not asking) but wliat Afailer used is more than your telling him it was a rape. What I^d 

fprgotten until I _§ 4 tw the max-leer I'd put at page 57 is tliat l(j 2 had confirmation from 

the best soux-ce in the world tliat you were raped, Irina, who set you up for it. But what 

is impx essive is that her acebunt confix'ius thaTpart of wliat you told them tliat “ailer 

used. 



I can tliink of no way any lawyer can finagle , around that and that is magnified 
by Ms Herezhinsk* as tliat "prodigious liar" use/in £i ny form. 

I had decided earlier tliis morning tol^ddress this in a diderent wjty and I've begun 
it. Jji wliat I've written I wondered how Mailer could liave put tliat on paper and how on 
just reading it Random ^use could have published it. They could not liave helped notice 
wnat X diu and I can think of no defense against tliat. Tliat led me to thinking of other 




possible explanations. 'i'U only ones I can think of are that you would not sue because 
that is so costly and could bo so embarrassing They have faced that cost at least twice 
with Posner 1 g book and 1 am confident that if it was not « lose, to begin with it became 
that through the legal costs ofl those two suits alone. One jt"is up on appeal now, and 
l,hat es °alates their costs.) and that perhaps they have what could be embarrassing 
to you that they did not use in the book. 

I cannot believe chat ordinarily Random House would have gone for such vilification 
Jia^. I believe is libel ane or tliat their lawyers would not have couselled against 
publication if it. 

There is the additional fact or ^ that there is no legitimate reason for using it al 
all in the book v^ich is to tell Oswald's story in the sense that he was impelled to 
kill the President for the "fame" lie would get from tliat. There just is no relevance and 
even if there were they eliminate that by saying that Lee did not know you were not a 
virgin. So that could not have had any meaning to him. 

What I am saying is tliat none of this makes sense. 

JyL 

And tliat it does seem almost to^enticing a lawsuit over it. 

Which I am not suggesting. 

At the same time you w$y want to inquir^ into it. 

?ou may not even -ant to learn if as a matter of law you have a basis for a 
as I think you do. 

i 

I am going to a raise it entropy independently with a lawyer friend who is one of 
my executors and whose practise is general, not specialized. When I get his opinion Is., 

may want to include it in what I'm writing. 

r-r , . . , -h?/ -ffuML 

if you give this any#, bought I call to your attention/^ what I believe is tare, 

tliat any conference yo < have with ajay lawyer is required to be kept confidential, also, 
if Random House "woes business" in Teas ynu can sue them there and not in Hew York. Tliat 
is a technical tiling but would no; be difficult to learn. If they can have a legal paper 
served on them in Texas thetj. "do business" there^ as X understand it. You may not need 
a lawyer or go$r to any expense to toarn tliat. That will mean much to them as it can to 
•’ ou * ^ will greatly increase their costs whether they win or lose. Perhaps there is 
a basis other than libel for suing them. Perliaps a different kind of suing for defa- 
mation. And in %ryland the law lias a provision that makes it a felony to charge any per- 
son wioh an indictable offense" tint lias not beoty charged by the government. That makes 

I do not pretend to understand this and L do not, not at all. 

And uliile as a mater of law, meaning my very limited understanding of the law, it 
would soem tliat any suit would not clear Lee, I do think tliat if this went to trial 
that could easily became a relevant matter in what the lawyer could argue. 




"tliciu io because "tliG stated basis ioi* iiailor^s writing is that I&kIjgg was guilty 
^ad his bool; is to explore and report on how it all came to pass. 

U / 

I aw not .vet at iay writing on the t part of Ms book but I Assure you that iA Ms 
lil'e depended on making such a c.use liailer would ^lose Ms life. 

let we tell you a little more not related to the above. 

^y vile has lost h r sldLljin typing but she lias offered to retype this ^oart of 
what - 1 - have written. I think i have a student who has a computer who can rewrite all of 
it alter tlr college years ends, as it will shortly. It will be quite some time if she 
does /do the retyping, or ix anyone else does, before she reaches this part. X want a 
fairly clear version in the event that may be a bit remote, tliat NuVER AG/IN" gets 
any attention. Alf that happens there may be some interest in other of my .writing. 

In that event I'll want sometliing Jjfot as difficult t oread as what - 1 - tui’n out. 

I’liis may have the chance tliat writing on the assassin tion itself doo^not have. 

I build no real hopes on this but I want to be ready in case it does happen. 

And for tliat reason, as I told Deborah in the interview she, will use infit^ad of a 

^ t . L, s 



review, which she asked of me and for which 1 do not want to kkk^ 7 the time from this 

C-lytUQ 

writing, I do not want any of this used in any way 1 1 lalf tUb c o ur age any use of it where 
more people might be reached. 



ld y wife, who at 0'3 lias a ye; r on me, will #ot be able to work on the retyping 
s^e.-^iiy. But absent anytliing that requires her immediate attention she'll -iS^at it 
until it is finished. If you would like to read it then I'll be glad to sued you a copy. 

Deborah also told me you liad found some errors, X believe factual errors in tliat 
atrocity of a book. As you'll see I need nothing more to have a very powerful case 
against /jailer and has book but an indictment cannot be too, powerful and D might want 
to 'd.d it and I would, of course, also 11 like to know. 

//u l 1 also repeat, I just can make no sense out of halier's writing this or of 
Random House's publication of it. And they are not crazy and they do have excellent coun— 

, mi . . lLiS)i e oe.lSjsk£l A 

se X-*-neir assistant general counsel} used to be a lew York T;j.es reporter. She has to be 
a very good ^ lawyer for theia to even consider making her next to their top lawyer. And 
they dc hire the- most expensive outside cousel for litigating such cases. 

± 11 let tills wait a day in the hope I'll perceive more of my inevitable mistakes. 

I repeat saying something D said in a different way: think if you decide to ex- 
plore any possibilities of how else they may be able to hurt you. When people dike them 
/ 

get into court they try very liard and in any way they can. I emphasise tills because it 
makes no sense at all tliat they published these irrevelevant and intendedly harmful 



defamations. Which to the best of my knowledge have 

HHiVIiU AG /HI I! Has been sent to you. If the index, 
wliich by accident is not in the book, wa^ not 
included I can send you a copy. 



not been mentioned in any review. 
Sincerely, / ,j A 




